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College Application Week to be Held [Dates] at [Name of School] 
Program provides hands-on assistance to help all students take the first big step toward continuing education 


City, IA., Month XX, 2012 – [Name of Your High School] will participate in College Application Week, a program being piloted this year in Iowa and sponsored by the Iowa College Student Aid Commission, the Iowa Department of Education, Iowa Public Television, Iowa Regent Universities, Iowa Independent Colleges and Universities, Iowa Community Colleges, Iowa Association for College Admission Counseling, Iowa School Counselor Association, and the Iowa College Access Network.

As part of Iowa’s college access initiative, [Name of Your High School] will work with its seniors to complete and submit at least one college application during events being held [Your School’s Event Dates and Times].

The goal of the program is to get more students applying to Iowa colleges early in their senior year.  During this event, students may apply to any of Iowa’s 15 community colleges, 3 public universities, and the more than 30 independent colleges and universities in which they are interested.

[Name of Site Coordinator or School Principal], College Application Week event Site Coordinator/Principal for [Name of Your High School], expects more than [Insert Number] seniors to participate with help of volunteers from [Insert School Faculty, Administration, Colleges, Community Organizations that will help].

“College Application Week can open the door for students by encouraging them to take a significant step toward college,” stated Karen Misjak, executive director of the Iowa College Student Aid Commission, the state agency sponsoring the program.  “As educational attainment increases, income also increases and the percent of Iowa’s population living in poverty decreases, explained Misjak.  “With nearly two-thirds of Iowa’s fastest growing occupations requiring training or education beyond high school, [Name of High School] is helping to prepare their students for sustainable future careers in the state.”


-more-


More information about College Application Week is available at www.IowaCollegeAid.gov or by contacting the Iowa College Student Aid Commission at 877-272-4456.  For more information on [Your High School Name]’s involvement in College Application Week, please contact [Name of Site Coordinator or School Principal] College Application Week Site Coordinator/Principal at [insert email or phone number].

###

About the Iowa College Student Aid Commission
Iowa College Aid provides college access, financial literacy, and outreach services to Iowa’s students and families as they plan, prepare and pay for college.  Iowa College Aid also administers state scholarship, grant, work study, and loan forgiveness programs totaling over $60.0 million annually;  provides I Have A Plan Iowa™, the state-designated career information system, free to all Iowans; partners with financial institutions in the state to offer an online financial literacy platform free to all Iowa high schools; conducts research and distributes higher education data; and offers Iowans assistance in obtaining student financial aid and college-related information. Additionally, Iowa College Aid is the administrator of the Federal GEAR UP Grant, a multi-year state-wide grant which is being used to provide early awareness programming and outreach initiatives to thousands of Iowa’s students and families.  Through its role, Iowa College Aid also serves as the state-designated administrator of the U.S. Department of Education’s College Access Challenge Grant, which is designed to increase the college-going culture in Iowa.  Iowa College Aid is also responsible for registering postsecondary institutions and other instructional schools under Iowa Code Chapter 261B and sections of Chapter 714. More information is available at www.IowaCollegeAid.gov.
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